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The amusing batue of color that
is being waged by Miss Josephilie
Bnker, late of Paris, and the colored
citizens of this country, continued
last week when Miss Baker came here
in the 1936 cdition of “Ziegfeld ¥ole
lics.”

Although the artist, then 'plain “Jo™
Baker, got her: start in Philadelphia
in the colored 'distriét, no, one Would
have —'knowh “it’ ‘from “the “way- she @
very . frigidly * ignorcd:sthe !existencs
of such a place:  Atlempis 1o . con-
tact her were fruitless and met with
artistic rebuffs on the part of the
various flunkies that stood between
the star and her “public.” .

About thz same tinie as the show,
arrived in Philadeiphia there appear-
ed an interview in which Miss Baker
said that her father was Spanisi
and her’ mother hall Indian, which
Ieft the other half colored; This she
sald in donying the fact that she was
colored or anything neat’ colored.

With the advent of -the ‘show' there
were many m this city who could re-
member when ‘Jo”  Baker's father
had a restaurant on South street near
Sixteenth and when the star herselt,
then an unknown, enterlained  at
"Vie” Hamillon's old place. Resi-
dents near. “Mom™ Charleston’s on
Bainbridge strect remember © when
Miss Baker would stop at that well
known boarding housc for’ stagc peo-
ple. [

‘. But according to ,\Iié’s;ﬁaic;’:,l,_lllsf is
"not s0 ]

More intercsting is tHe' fact 'thag
there s a scries of articles being run
in a Taris newspaper, supposedly
written by Miss Baker, in which she
recounts her  experiences since  she
returned to the United States. These
articles which are discussed in ane
other story on this -page, take colors
ed people ‘to task for the way they
treated her before and after she bew
came ‘A’ suceess. ' This' act doed riot
gce al all with - Miss Bakers assertions
on this side of the. wyler that she. is
not colored.

It might scem that in Europe whers
color isn’t the handicap it is here,
that Miss Baker docs not mind being
known as a Negro. but over here it e
something clse again.

And who can blame her?
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