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Courier Sees Birt

.. By ALEX M. RIVERA
(Courler Correspandent with
Vice President Nixon)

- ACCRA, Ghana—At midnight,'
Mal¥ch 6, a giant was born.

It was the birth of a new na-
tion-£Ghana—formerly khown as
the Dold Coast, a British West
African colony.’

For weeks people from all parts
of the world have come here to
be present at the birth of this new
child into the family of free na-
tions. :
. Precisely at the stroke of 12
midnight the Union Jack was low-
ered and the red, green and gold
1lag ¢f Ghana was raised.

Tens of thousands .af people as-
sembled at the Polo Grounds
to witness the hiStoric rites maik-
ing the forward progress of this
Alrican colony which boasts that
it has never been enslaved.

This tremendous crowd of peo-
ple erupted into a singing, danc

ing and swirling mass of cheering
humanity. It was_like a *New
Year's celebration in Times
Square, the Mardi Gras in New

| Orleans and the EIRs’ convention

in Atlantic City, all rolled into one-
—shouting and swaying to the’
beat of Afrfcan drums. It was a
colorful and long-to-be remem-
bered sight. After 113 ycars ‘ot
British rule, Ghana has won her
freedom! ' '
» B
THE ARCHITECT of this new'
freedom is Dr. Kwame Nkrumabh,
Prime Minister and hero of free-'
dom-loving Africans everywhere.
It was the finest hour a
Ghanians let him know it.
Nkrumah was carried out the:
assembly and passed through the |
teeming throng on its shoulders
te the speakers’.stand.
/ “At long last, the battle Has
ended and thus Ghana;~our be-
loved country, is free forever,”

Dr. Nkrumah toid the Legislative
Assembly. \
" He said, also, “When the day
dawns, we shall have left tehind
the chains ofwimperialism and
colonialism which have hereto
hound us to Britain.”

- Dr., Nkrumah never niisses
an opportunity to Impress on
all who will listen that their
association with the common-
wealth is |msed on  absotute
equality and friendship. i

Earlier in the day the Prime
Minister stated in a radio broad-
dast that human rights were still
A long way off in Africa and oth-
er parts of the world. o

*“\We yet have a long way to go,”
he continued, “in Africa and in
other parts of the world toward
the recognition of human rights,
but let us .¢6 forward rejoicing
in hope.”

-In a half-hour irterview with
Theodore W, Kheel, president of

of Ghana

have achieved their freedom

since World War 1L

Following the celebration heie
there will be numerqus others
throughout this little, rich coun-
ary, which is about the size ot
Iinois and Indiana combined,

Bnds are practicing the new
national anthem, "Arise, Ghana,”,
which was written’ by Heclor
Iiughes, a labor member of. Pay-
liament. The four-verse anthenm s
<ot 1o the tune of Edward Carpen-
ter's “Fngland, Arise.”

Ax (Ghana arises, it is felt 1hat
the clhumor for freedom i ather
parts of Africa will begin ta en.
courage! dominated  peoples to
<wek their freedorh,

Dr. Nkrumah Said the suceess
or failure of efforts 1o make
Ghana into a prospdrous and Rap.
Py state will extend fur beyond
aiir fiontiers of Ghana ijtsell.

the Naticnal Urban league, and
Lester Granger. executive secre
tary of the same organization,
Hust, six houss before independ|
ende was proclaimed. Dr. Nkru-
mah intimated, that he woauld like
to cggme to’'the Uinited States soo.

. N
HE SAID further that e would
probably come to this couniiy on
the date that Ghana is admitted
* tn the Uhited Nations.

Dr. Ralph J. Buntche, undersec-
| retary-general of the United Na-|
tions and a representative of
Dag Hammarskjoeld. secretary-
general of the Unitgd Nations,
told reporters at the C'fﬂpw('anun
exercises of the Umivedsity Col-
lege that Ghana will hétwmne the
81st membter of the workd organs
ization. .

Dr. Bunche told the Couwrier

that over 600 million colonialy

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



