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Systematic Discrimination Of

FHA In Queens Shown In Probe

By A, M, WENDELL MALLIET
“Flagrant discrimination ugalnst
Hu Negro in Queens by the Feder-
4! Housing Administration, acting
under specific instiuctions from
the N-cﬂﬁf‘. capital, was roveusled
this week after a painstaking in-
vestigation by The Amsterdum
News. - .
:+ While diserimindtion aguinst the
Negro was sxid to be nutionwide,

specific cases were found in Jamai- | Sh

ca, L. I, where, it was reported
that 113 rdl&u of -pexl'.sonatl }'c-
nsi ', Negro applicants for
miatmce from the F.H.A, were
rejected ar & matter of principle
whenever an attempt was made to
buy or build a home in so-called
“cushion areas,” sitvated adjacent
to or in white neighborhoods.
Names Specific Instances
of Dlserlmln;tl;n (ii i
Specific cases in whie] serime
Ination has been charged by the
applicants, include:
f. William K. Brundon, pros-
pective buyer of 111.20 117 street,
an’ émployee in the. post office,
whose wife is employed by the

| Bourd of Education. was suid to
+huve u substantial bunk account.
{ Mr. Brandon's application was re-
¢ Jected on Janvary 6, according o
o reliable fnsormatfon, ’
{2 Mrs, Elizabeth Wardell, school
: teucher, whose husband, Hurold
vE, Wardell, is a coutractor, Mrs.
+ Wardell propored Luilding » house
o u vacunt Jot at the corner of
111th avenue und 176th  stivet.
e, 100, waus suid to have a sub-
stantiul bank accomit, but wus
turned down,

3. Georgs Brigygs, a prospective
buyer of u house ut 111-11 31781d
street, who is the owner of a
beauty shur and aulso reputed to
be finuncially responsible, His ap-
plication wus rejected for a house
that is next door to onc already
occupivd by a Negro,

4. Major Peterson, a govern-
ment emplovee ruid also to have
a good credit ruting. Mr. Peterson
1yeceived n loun from a bank and
(now occuples the premises 111.12
177th strect,

The policy of discrimination re-
muined ¥ mystery until Dr. John

i-A. Singletun, president of the Ja- !
i maicu brunch of the N.A.A.CP...

went gunning for the reason for!
i the rejections of Negro npplicunts!
fur FILA. insutance of thelr
| lonns. “Then the truth leaked out.

i It'was section 233 of the F.H.A:
i underwriter’s mianual, said to have
| been. written under the direction
and with the approval of Stewurt
i MeDonuld, divector of the Fedeinl
i Housing Admniuistration in Wash-:
ington.  The seetion veads:” |

Federal Guvernsusnt Discriminatio !

. In Manual SRR

“The valuator should investigato
arvas surrounding the location to
determine whether ‘o not incom-
patible racial and -soefnl groupx
are present, to the end that an in-.
telligent prediction n-y be mude;
regurding .the .passibility .or prob.-
abilty of the location “being in-;
vaded by such groups. If & neigh-
borhoud " is to retuin stability, it
is: necesvary that properties shall

! (Coxluinucd on l'{:;xe 12)
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i sive to the Negro. whose need of
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(Continued from Preceding Page) |

continucd to be oc-upied by the
same social and racial classes.

“A change in social or racial
occupancy generally leads to in-
stability and a reduction in values.
The piotection offered against ad-
verse changes should Le found
adequate ~before i high rating is
wiven to this feature. Once the
character of & neighborhood has
heen establizhed,. it is usually im-.
possible to induce-a higher social
class than those already in the
neighborhood te purchase und oc-
cupy’ properties in’the various lo-
cations.”

Because of this ruling. the sit-
ualion becomé one of a.“no man's
land” for both whites and Ne-
groes in areas occupied by whites
and Negroes, or borderline local-

ities, where both races live in
closg proximity.
In these “cushion areas” the

F.H.A. would help ncither Negro
nor white, a situation which, it
was said, was particularly oppres-

adequate housing has been a
pressing problem for several dec-t
ades, cspecially in New York. |

The Jamaica situation wasi
brought to the attention'of Prcs-i
ident Roosevelt by Walter White,

eens Shown In Proebe

PDiscriminaiion OF

executive scerelary of  the  Na-; stuntiation for the charge of dis-|

wional Association fur the Advance-| erimination in that arves, and as-
ment of Coloved I'eople. January ! sures me that he  will be very
14, in a memorandum which cited i glad indeed to show you the full
section 233 of the VALA. mnuuul.l details of his investigation. In
In his letter to Mr. White the | order that he m
President suid amonge other thines: | you will not hesitate to call ut
"I huve very. carctully considered | his Washington office where there
the memerandum  gubmitted by ! iz u complete file upon the cuse.”
vour orgunization and have con-- Present FLHLAD Head in Jamaica
terred with the Federal .H(»using! .Called Prejudiced .
A(l.mlmstrulor on the :uluu(-_l. But u very different story is
“As you know. the  Fuedesl. told about -this Jamaica situation
Housing  Administration lends 1m0 on the spot. C
Government money but siwmply in-1 White,©  local  administyator,
sures anurtgiyre loans  nuule. vy ! plamed Cas “dictatervial.” “preju-
private finaneial institutions, such ;i diced.” and “uncoully.” 1t ‘was suid-
as banks, life insurance companies. | (pat Lefure he touk charge of the
cte. "local F.H.A. office, Negroes fared

“The  Administrator teliss mel -

"} Said Dr. Singlaton: “jt iy ¢

¢ do so, I trustj

Here, Mr." Stanley
is!

. —~
{ better an gcttmg'a:esistance.'bu
“ducing his administration, hi, dis
jeretionory - power  has  ysy) .
muke the housing conditiony Worse

. . he
| definite policy of the wmjnrity of

I the white real estate dea

8 N s here
1 to keep the Negro in blck i,
toes and Mr. White is fullowigs
their policy and proceduve.” ’rn;
Amsterdam News was unable to
i contact Mr. White for' a- stutement
although several attempts have
been made. :

At the office of State I,
Director " Thomas G. Grace Tye,.
day; William A. Willis, assista;,
to* the divector, said:  “While )
have not had “an opportunity
make a pervonal investigation of
the complaints, | would uesume
thut -such rejections -came undey
section 233 of the manual cover.

ing neighborhood requirements.”

that the regulations and policies:
of the Tederal Housing  Admims<|
tration are & matter” of “public
record and are wpplicuble te all
Lransactions and citizens. alike, ve-
gardless of vace. color, or creed.
He further says thot in their ad:
ministrative applicution be is pre-
pared to deal promptly and cffee-
tively with any authenticated case
in which discriminativn .of this
sort has heen present.

“The Administrator alzo informs
we that with this in wind. he haas
investigated the Jamaicw situativn
reported by you, but finds no sub-
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