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Sister Rosetta Tharpe Weds

WASHINGTON, (ANP)—One of
the best attended, most unusual
and most aspectacular wcddlngsi
ever held in Washington was that’
of Blster Rosetta Tharpe who was
Joined in holy wedlock to Russell
Morrison last Tuesday night.

Elder Samuel Kelser, pastor of
-the Temple Ohurch of God In
Ohrist, performed the wedding cer-
emony in QGriffith Stadlum bofore
16,000 spectators,

The gultar-picking, gosple-sing-
ing bride was most picturesque
strolling down the long white strip
of carpet to the tune of Lohen-
grin's “Wedding March,” The se~
quin-trimmed three-foot train to
her $1,000 white nylon lace gown
glittered ' brilliantly undtr the blue
spotlight, Her waist-length net veil
wes held In place by a Jewelled
crown of rhinestones and pearls,
She carried & bouquet of 28 white
orchids interspersed with white
ostrich feathers.

The long strip of white carpeting
down which Bister Tharpe and her
bridal party marched, led from the
dug-out in the ball park fo the
improvised stand bullt in the cen-
ters of the stadlum, a distance of
about 200 feet.

The platform was beautifully
decorated with white gladiolas,

green ferns and tall palms againast
& background of white lattice-
work, and was draped with Amer-
ifcan flags,

Medam Marle Knight, beauti~
fully attired In a colorful gown
with matching =accessories, served
as bridesmald. 8he carrled & bou-
quet of natural colored orchids set
amidst ostrich feathors of the
same color,

The “Rosoltes" served as malds .

of honor, Miss Erma Wall wore

aqua lace with wide meatching hat:

and gloves; Barbara Johnson wore
gold; Oreen Johnson, cerise; Lot
tie Henry, lime; and Dorothy
Holmes, per green.

Lucky Millinder served na best
man; 8-year-old Mary Gibbs,
daughter of Madam Knight was
flower girl, and 3-ycar-oid Theo-
dore LeMar Summera carried the
ring on a huge blue-satin pillow.

Slster Rosctte was given awey
by her mother Mrs, Katle Belle
Nubin of Richmond, Va.

Immediately following the wed-
ding ceremonles, » Sister Tharpe
and Madam Knight the two “First
Ladies” of 8piritual music present-
ed a thrilling concert. They were
assisted by the Harmonizing Four,
the Rosettes, Mlss Vivian Cooper,
James Roots, Jr, and Sister

Tharpe’s mother, Mrs, Nubin.

In keeping with the spirit of the
July 4, the affalr ended with an
elaborate display of fireworks in-
cluding cupld's heart plerced with
arrows dealgned especially for the
bride and groom. A most unusual
display was a giant 20 foot high
framework of colorful fireworks
portraying Bister Rosetita playing
her famous guitar, Many other
unique figures amounting to $1000
worth of flreworks were exhibited.

Bister Tharpe who 18 now 34
years old, was born in Cotton
Plant, Ark., the daughter of a
woman who preached to FPente-
costal congregations, where most
of her service consisted of sing-
ing gospel hymns, Thus, at a very
early age, Rosetta absorbed a mu-
sleal traditlon that has formed
the basis of her career,

Bhe now llves with her mother
in Richmond, Va, Her sister Mrs,
Emily les Kennedy of Camden,
Ark., and a foster sister, Mrs, Jes-
sle Tidewell of Frankfort, Va, at-
tended the wedding ceremonies.

The groom, Russell Morrison,
who is Rosetta's road manager, 18
also 34 years old ., He was born in
Plttshurgh, Pa, He was on & road
tour with Lucky Millinder,s orches-
tra when he met and fell in love
with BSister Tharpe, Their ro-
manse hes been in the bloom for
the past 13 years. ,

In tho dressing room fhere Sis-!
ter was changing from her elab-
orate wedding gown to her concert
togs she remarked with much ju-
bilation, “I am heppier then I've
over been in my lifel”

Dressed in gray lace and wear-
ing & ‘huge orchid corsage, Re-
setta’s mother said, “I think the
wedding was wonderful and I
thank God for it.”
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