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Wave Of Fear Sweeps Area In Rent Crisis
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1S THIS THE START of an eviction wave in Central Area?
Last Friday ,Mrs, Maggie Moore, her hushand, Percy and three

young sons, were evicted from fheir home at 26235 F. 61st Street.
The family was literally “put in the stveet.” They had ne place to

’ go—neo relatives to bunk with, even temporarily,

BY SIMEON BOOKER, Jr.

TTundreds of Central Area families, trapped in a vicious
housing shortage, are nervously awaiting the first move of
greedy; money-hungry landlords this week followmg the hesi-
tant signing of the new rent control bill by President Harry
Truman,

The entire arca is tense. as explosive as a “keg of dvna-
mite”. What will result because of the relaxed rent regula-
tions may be alarming. D)

A terrific undercurrent is sweep- | estate men who own long strings

Ing the already-overcrowded sec- of reconverted tenement houses in

tion as one of the ghastly fears— Central Area are members of this
group.

the threat of eviction— hovers ov- | ™y anqiords, according to reliable
er the roofs of many rickety tene- sources, have been schooled con-
ment houses, | cerning methods of raising rents

}?elntr?l Area,]!p:gt'. the scene ffr a full-quarter instead of the bill's
wio ef)a e explol % “’lr} In  Tents.|ifirteen-percent. Landlords first ask
;‘?_\Yt'ecﬁ“ﬁsnt:";.‘ia c;‘zxtar:)r oﬁi’_“lthe local housing expediter for a
e rtl ory.t teh bd fit }‘,edi;ten-perccnt increase because of
(I":rl: l(::)\v ¢ Iegea]lvenbeel S i;::ee'lsedi hardship and then after this is
5 - . ¢ ! aranted. if it is, the owner is free
,;xll\rmt!ézh tenant-landlord  agree-1 {o" oficr the fifteen-poresnt  lease,

ents. . . ] take the stub-

Famiiies, victimized during the ‘hnlr'(n l:p:;’:t':f(,ptn nfak‘;\,g‘.: \::il)c
Tush war years, will face high?r';frntcrnéi and 'roliginus o}ganiza-
rents than ever hefore as the solid! ;00 i Central Area to keep hun-
'Jgr:(l)ge:cfd OPA rent enforcement is lg.cqs of families in their homes.

N - __!I'The muin strategy, the Call and

Already, the Apartment Houvsellpag Jearned, will center on these

Owners Association has offered in-u
, fronts: .

structions to its members regard-!
ing the correct way to go aboutj! MUNICIPAL COURT: Over 4,000

increasing rents. Many of the real! (Continued on Page FOUR-A)
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(Continued from Page ONE-A)

eviction cases, many involving Ne-
gro families, are on file in this
court, According to the new rent
control bill, landlords may evict
families—-within three days— for
any of the following reasons—want
house for personal use,.behind in
rent, or nuisance complaint.

It may develop that if tenants
refuse to sign  voluntary rent
leases, the landlords will attempt
to carry out any of these means to
evict families.

As yet, Municipal Court judges
heve made no comment regarding
its forthcoming policies in eviction
cases, Evicted families in Centeral
Area HAVE NO PLACE TO GO.

LOCAIL, RENTAL BOARD: Tho
new rent control bill sets up local
rental bhoards comprised of eiti-
vens, appointed by the Governor,
Lo consider special hardship cases,!
decontrol of rental area, and the!
adequacy of the general rent lev-’
el.

Central Area citizens will have
the task of petitioning Governor
Thomas Herbert to give them re-
presentation on this board in or-
der that the story of suffering and
sacrifice may be heard and known.

MORE HOUSING:The critical
housing shortage is Cleveland’s
number one problem. Central Area
is one of the most overcrowed see-
iions in the city. The situation
has bheen serious for years and
City Fathers have refused to cope
with the problem. Residents mnst
take the gospel of support of more
housing bills to City Council and
the legislature, both state and na-
tional.

Area’s Couneil At Work

The housing committee of the
Central Areas Community Council
urder the chairmanship of Mrs.
Hazel Mountain Walker has es-
tablished an evietion survey bur-
eau at its office, 4590 Scovill Ave.
where distressed families may re-
gister their complaints.

According to Mrs. Katherine P.
‘Williamson, executive secretary of
the council, the office will be op-
en daily and families who face
cviction are urged to register. The
information will he wvaluable for,
future use, Mrs. Williamson point-.
ed out. She said that advice would:
'be given regarding the new bill [
- The Areas Council, a veteran of
many years in the drive for bet-
ter housing, will have the support
of local organizations, the Call and
Post learned.
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