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Intervention helped
Kennedy says King

By RUTH JENKINS
Editor, Richmond AFRO-
AMERICAN

RICHMOND

Dr. Martin Luthey King]
said Friday that he has hadl
positive inaication that many’
voters “have heen influencedi
to swing their support to Ken-|
nedy because of the candi-
date’s interest in helping ef+|
fort Wino’e rolaase fram iail.

In addition to innumerable?
letters Dr. King said that,.
particularly in Atlanta, voters’
had told him that they plan--
ned to express their appreci-
ation to Sen. Kennedy at the?

+ polls.

_He said that he had heard]
similar reaction among voterss
in Chicago and Detroil.

o » "

DR. KING refused to_end
dorse either Kennedy or Nixi
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on personally. But says he
feels that either one will do
better than Eisenhower with
a more vigorous and forth-
right administration toward
implementing the Supreme
Court Decision.

There is some _question

about whether Dr. King will
be permitied to vote.
- The probate Judge's office
in Montgomery, Ala. says he
is ioeligible for absentee vof:
ing there because his poll
taxes have been unpaid since
1958.

Dr. King maintains that he
has a cancelled check to show
he paid the 1959 poll taxes
which should qualify him to
vote in this election.

He admits that he may not
havt paid the 1960 poll axes
—the deadline being last
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February at about the time
he moved to Atlanta.

He said with a smile “the
state of Alabama and [ have
had frequent disputes. I don't
know whether ['ll win this
one or not.”

Dr. King was in Richmond
to address the annual meet-
ing of the Virginia Teachers
Assoctation. .

-

EARLIER IN THE week,
Dr. King issued a formal
statement relative to the Ken-
nedy incident. He explained
that his posilion as head of
the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference made it un-
ethical for him to endorse
any candidate. He added.:
*“But for fear of being con-
sidered an ingrate, I want to
make it palpably clear that
1 am deeply grateful {o Sena-
tor Kennedy for the genuine
concern he expressed’ in my
arrest.

“When reactionary forces
sought to crush our move-

ment for desegregalion by

methods so unjust and unwise
that millions were inflamed
with  indignation, Senator
Kennedy  exhibited moral
courage of a high order.

“I hope that this example
of Senator Kennedy’s courage
will be a lesson deeply learn-
ed and consistently applied
by all as we move forward in
non-violent but resolute spirit
to achieve rapidly proper
standards of humanity and
Jjustice. . .”

Dr. King also expressed ap-

preciation to Atlanta’s Mayor,

Hartsfield for ‘‘constructive
leadership throughout this
whole struggle. 1 have al-
ways argued that the silent
multitude of the South needed
support and encouragement
available only from its major
leadership to enable them to
give open expression to their

belief.”
L L]

IN NEW YORK, Robert
Kennedy, campaign manager
for his brother, said that
Sen. Kennedy would inter-
vene again if it ever became
necessary. On a nationwide
television program, he said:
“Sen. Kennedy. felt very
strongly in connection with
this matter, Here is Martin
Luther King, who had been
sentenced for four months
and had been taken away in
handcuffs for a traffic viola-
tion.

“I think the people of
Georgia — whether they are
white or colored -—— must feel
the sentence hardly belitted
the crime. I think Sen. Ken-
nedy did — and the rest of us
did — what we thought was
right under the circumstanc-
es.

“And we would do it
again.”
- -

VICE PRESIDENT Rich-
ard M. Nixon never spoke
publicly  concerning Dr.
King’s arrest although Geor-
gia Republicans requested
that he do so.

It was hinted last week in
New York that Jackie Robin-
son, who dropped his column
in a daily newspaper in order
to campaign for Nixon, was
“‘cooling” toward the Re-
publican nominee because of
this snub of Dr. King.

Dr. Kenneth B. Clark, pro-
fessor at the City College of
‘New York, had been joined

with Jackie in supporting
Nixon. He said last week,
however:

“I don't think or see how it
is now possible for any col-
‘ored person to support NIr.
INixon.”

Dr. Clark and other New
Yorkers have sent Jackie
Robinson telegrams urging
him to “‘come home' from his
midwestern tour supporting
Nixon.

» -

IN WASHINGTON, a group
of “Republican and independ-
ent” ministers and laymen
charged that Dr. King in-
dulged in Democratic partisan
politics in the jailing case.

The “special committee’
issued a statement attacking
both the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference and
the NAACP. The Rev. 0. M.
Hoover of Cleveland, Ohio
was chairman of the group.

Perry W. Howard, a mem-
ber of the committee, said
“Martin Luther King Jr. is
an example of hypocrisy."

Other committee members
were: AME Bishops E. C.
Hatcher of Cleveland and
David A. Sims, Philadelphia;
the Rev. L. K. Jackson,
Gary, Ind.; Dr. Robert W.
Mance, treasurer of the AME
Church; the Rev. Richard{
Hilderbrand, Brooklyn; Dr.|
‘George Simms, Cleveland;
Dr. Kenneth Clement, Cleve-|.
‘land physician; ; Chester K.[
iGillespie, Cleveland lawyer
:and William €. Hueston,

'Elks' Grand Sccretary.
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