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SPORTS OF

THE WORLD

BY MARION E. JACKSON

Prairie View is the undisputed mythical national Negro
champlons as o result of its Impressive 26-8 conquess of Florida
ASM, The Rattlers were up against the jinx of no team hauving
repeated as U. S. titlists two years in o row since Eddie Hurt's
Morgon State eleven turned the trick in the Thirties. A greot
humber of Atlantuns were in W, J. Nicks Sr.’s corner despite
bbviously loyalty to tho SIAC’s A.'S. Gaither and FAMU, Prairie
View won the national title in 1952 haatina Flarida ARM 12.97

in the Orange Blossom Classic .
. PY pested an overall 8-0-1 record,
There were erition who conlended
that (he Panthers couldn't claim
the {itle on account they hadn't
played hut one non.loop foc In
m:u Vocatlonal, ‘These pun-
dits ol (rambling Coflege |
and Jackson Stale as loup foes since
the (wo schoels weren't eligible for
the Setithwestern Conference title.
[y B} . .

Cratbling and Jackson &tate
will be &jigible for loop honors with
the current baskethall season. The
lone hllght on Prairic View's record
was 8 14-14 (e with Jackson ftate.
. L] . . .

“Mede I8 the natlonal champlon-
ship . team's record for '58:
PRAIRIE VIEW

M ...... Jackson State ...... 1
26 ...... Toxas Houthern .... . 19
4 ......,. Grambling ...... ..ou
87 ....., Arkansas Siafe ... . 13
ﬁ veee... Texan College .. .. 0

ve... Miss, Vocatlonal ... .. 19
13 ........ Whey College ... .. 0
W ......... Southern ... ..... 1"
28 ..., Florida A, & M, ..., ¥

, Cokch Nicks censured the fool.
nall rating experis during his stay
in Miami. He bhelleved that some
nnfalr tactics had heen used against
hig teman in not judping them nas
tjonal chainplons oun the bisis of
reguler suason play. He tock lew:-
paperinen to task forr whit I term-
¢d o furco \n billiug the Ortnge
Blossom Classic yesrly us « nations
g} champlonahip gunie whon it wva
purely 8 pusteseason oxhihitlon
Bight or wrong, Conch MNick:, {3 ru.
titled to s views. However, wke
it from this wrllor, the Bewspapers
have never been in collusion vifh
anyone to decide a nutlonul chume

plonship.

It seems to me, that if one js (o
decry (he promotional gimmicks
used to huild crowds for the Orange
Blossom Classle, it seems (o Mo
thaut some objections ought to have
heen made some years ngo. In the

past decade since ¥ have been cov-
ering the Classic I have seen North
Carollnu College, Virginta State,
Maryland State, Pruirle View,
Grambling and
play (n the Orange Blossom Classic
— all with unheaten records— aml
not a single one of (he coiches
ultered a slngle outery agalnst the
publlcity bhallyhooing the game,
* L] ] »

If anyone is {0 end thia silly sym.
phony over the national champlon-
ship It ought lo be coaches. ‘Lhey
nught to Join the sportswriters,
through the support of their con-
forences, in declding that the na-
tional champlonship will be recog-

| nized on the basts of reguiar season

play.

L] . *

I don't think It wise lo entrust
such vasl powers to sporiswriters.
As it hay happened the past few
yeary, the sole judgment of the U.S.
chumplonship hus been left to Erle
(Ric) Roberls of the DPlitshurgh
Courler staff, ‘'o show you how
flimsy this standard Ix one should
check the records and see that Rab-
erts s not on the Courler's regular

payroll but Is 2 mere contribuling

writer,

Tennessee Stute | o

"lence from the sportswriters. No

campalgn:
WILEY COLLEGF

6 ... Bishop  ....... 0
12 ....... Texny Houthern ...... ]
20 ...... Arkansas State ...... 0
0 ...... Grambhling  ..,. .. 12
46 . Alcorn A, and M. ..., 7
19 ..... Miss. Vocatlonal ..., . 19
21 ..., Lankston .... ..., ?
4 ......... Southern ......... 20
40 ...... Texas College ...... 20
M ... Prairie View ....... 4
78 .... Mexico Academy ...... 20

When the season climaxed we
walted for some comment from
Fred T. Long and the Southwest
newspapers. There was echolng si-

comment {rom the Southwestern
Conference. iere again, Roberts and
the Courier boomed unbeaten Flori
da A. and M. for the title. Appar-
ently, the only thing that gave the’
Wildeats a wctback was the 10-19
tle with Mississippl Voeational. |

|

I 195), when Morris Brown Jost
only to "T'ennessee State 13-12, we

ldidn’t allow the polisters to get

away with it. When Overhen tried;
to luunch a boom for N, C. A, & T.
a8 national champions, we quickly

The Aswnclated Negro Press for| put 2 spear Wto the trial balioon
sever) years has bused Ms seleetton and shot it duwn. And at the same
on vegulur senson play. Pratcle time we leveled a blast at Roberts’
View wat annowmiced as champion ratings. When the sinoke had wing.
by Luls Vieg Overhea w week ugo ed away MBC had the prize,
but here ugain is u parudos. For, LR
Overhen §s on the staff of the Win.
ston-Salem Jourvml wnd Sentinel.

4 . *

1

If our coaches are dissatistied:
with the “system" which hus hand.
ed ot the 0. 8, ehamplonships,
« they ought to do sumething about

frapr yeua, most newspaper. e

goue wlong with Roberts' yardstiek,

It was hot becawse of the genulne-
ness of his yardstick, but for ihe
reason there were no protests from
the men who had the most to gain
and lose: the coaches,

A year ago, Wiley College won 10
games while tylng one, 'The lone
stalemate was n 19-19 stalemate
with Mississippl Vocational. Here's
how the Wiklcats finished the 67

{t. However, 1 warn against golug
buck (o the spolls system of the
past which saw {(wo of three na-
tlonal champlons bascd on confer-
ence play.

Finally, If the coaches are going
tn leave the selection of the mythi-
cal national champions (o the
sporiswrlters, then they are golng
to have to trust the integrity of
these men. Sportswrifers are not
for sule on the ethical auction block,
Nelther are they willing to play
favorites,

“ *

T sincerely hope that Couch W. .
Nicks, Sr., and the men whao work
with him in the Southwest Con-
ferenco  will undersiand that the
sportswriters ara as dedieated in
their labor as the coaches. ‘There
are a few charlatans in cvery pro-
fess'on but the challenge of cxcel-
lence quickly weeds them out. The
same premise that exists in coach-
ing pavallels that of coaching: the
good ones stey in business and suc-
ceeed and the unworthy elhmninate
thomselves.

¢

L .

* *

Prairie View has proved ifself a
worthy champlon in winning the
Southwest and natlonal chamovion-
shin, Through the years, Coach
Nicks has been an organizer, n
skilled judxe of talent and an all-
time winning coach,

' However. he should not see fury
in tho action of men who ure do-
ing the very best they can. The
sportswriters need some asnlsiance
in blueprinting a program for deter-
mining  an  undlspuled national
champlon, and it's high time that
our coaches and ferences pro-
vide just such a plap and assist.
ance in implementing 1t.

. 1) . .

However, T must warn that the
dotermining factor won't be casy.
Florldn A. und M. could still claim
r national champlonship despite
the Orange Blossom Classle unless
lhe calibre of SIAQU and CIAA com-
petition improves. Florida A. and
M. has played N. O. College and
N. O. A. and T. in the CIAA, but
hasn't lost to either in regular sea-
son play. A. and T, won 20-14 in
she OB Classie. The teams tied 7-7
»n ‘61 and 28-28 in ‘55..

L] * *

Florida A, and M. hasn'l lost u
zame In the BIAC since 1952 when
Bethune-Cookman turned the {rick
3-7. Southern hadn't won  over
FAMU since 54 until the Jaguar
Iaty triumphed 35-0G fasg fall,

’ * L] ’

Prafrle View lost two regular sea-
on games to the Raottlers in 1052
1101 and 1954 (19-T) so have pity
m the poor seribes who must wres-
le with this mythicnl situation,
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